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The high profile and substantial developments planned for the Southgate and Western Riverside areas of Bath have attracted much press attention in recent months...

All of this is exciting news for Bath – revitalising neglected and outdated parts of the city, that let the side down in a World Heritage city – and improving the retail offering for locals and visitors. But there is concern that businesses located in the north of the city – on Milsom Street, Broad Street and Walcot Street in particular – could suffer when the Southgate development is completed, keeping shoppers, and their cash in the southern end of town.

The L&R Group, owners of the Shires Yard complex off Milsom Street, are keen to ensure that the north of Bath will not suffer.  "The new developments are a challenge for north Bath" admits Sarah Mansfield, director of the L&R Group. "To redress the balance, this part of town needs to concentrate on what it does best, to provide a place for quality retailers and discerning shoppers."

The solution was another development, a plan to link Shires Yard with the Octagon and Moon and Sixpence to create a more expansive  shopping destination in between Milsom Street and Broad Street, with two entrances from Milsom Street,  two fromBroad Street and another from Green Street. Work on the development has already started, and is expected to be completed in the Autumn of 2007 at a cost of £10million.

"The problem we have always had at this end of town is that while Milsom Street is busy, Broad Street and Walcot Street tend to be quieter, a problem that can partly be attributed to poor access" explains Sarah. "Small historic buildings characterise this part of the city and need particularly careful treatment, so we've been working with the council planning department to adapt our plans, to remove infill buildings erected in the last 20 years and work with the listed buildings to expose them and create improved links for better appreciation."

One of the highlights of the new development will be the revival and refurbishment of the Octagon building. Many people will remember this as the former Royal Photographic Society headquarters, and the agreement for the lease was granted to the L&R Group in 2004 by the council. The Octagon is a wonderful Grade 1 listed building, a former chapel built by Thomas Lightholder in the late 18th century, and will be refurbished as a unique retail premises.

So what can people expect from the new development? Well firstly, the name Shires Yard will be phased out over the course of this year and replaced with a new brand – Milsom Place. "We wanted the development to be uniquely Bath with a touch of Notting Hill," says Sarah. "North Bath is the smart end of town, a place for the good quality, independent retailer, with a strong fashion theme...
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