SUMMER IN THE CITY 
Step off the bustling pavements of Milsom Street and discover the hottest tables in town in the courtyards of Milson Place.  For al fresco dining this is the place to be this summer. With 100 al fresco tables, the restaurants of Milsom Place are filling a long felt need in Bath and have a truly continental atmosphere.   New arrival Solo Pizza is the only pizza place in the city with tables outdoors and the most exotic pizza menu in town.  Long term favourite, the Moon and Sixpence has a delightful courtyard and for casual dining the café and bar extends into a balcony area with outside seating. Balcony tables upstairs at Jamie’s Italian boast one of the most spectacular views across the rooftops of Bath.

The most continental café is Bath is without doubt Parisien Café Restaurant and with eighty al fresco seats both locals and visitors gather to soak up the sun.  Open throughout the day . It serves a full English breakfast before work or for a delicious Panini or wrap at lunchtime.  Parisien also does a classic Chicken Caesar Salad and Tuna Salad Nicoise which are hot favourites in the summer months.

Milsom Place has an exciting programme of events through the summer months including the new food festival, Flavours of the West on 4th and 5th July.  Milsom Place is staging six exhibitions and events in the Fringe Arts Bath Festival (22nd May to 7th June) with special performances in the Fringe Festival Bedlam Weekend on 31st May. Enjoy dinner in one of the courtyards and take in a movie with “Films al fresco “on 17th July when a French film, Three Colour Blue will be showing and  Bicycle Thieves, an Italian film on 24th July.

Few shops can claim to be more flowery or summery than Cath Kidston and true to form this season’s lightweight cotton in pretty prints will see you floating through the summer months. The theme is carried through to the great outdoors with a tepee for summer festivals in floral aqua and essential camping kit to match including wellies and a “cag in the bag” for less clement weather.  Bags with style are a Cath Kidston trademark and what could be better to pack for the beach than a large woven basket with rose lining or a picnic hamper ready to go.

“This season’s colours are hot,” according to Chrissie Hamilton, Manager of Image at Milsom Place.  Among their popular designers, 120 % Linen is a summer time favourite with vibrant shades of coral, pinks, jade and indigo.  Paddy Campbell is also popular with her strong citrus shades.  For cool summer evenings, Chrissie suggest Marion Foale hand knits. With each jacket takes 100 hours to knit by hand from fine natural yarns so these are investment pieces with a difference and come in a range of tones from classic creams to hot orange, sherbet  and lime. Or wrap up in fine cashmere from Christopher Fischer in hyacinth blue or subtle shades like apricot and peppermint.  Image is the only place in Bath to find the Max Mara collection, perfectly styled in beautiful fabrics with a distinctive twist.

Hobbs made a short journey down Milsom Street from its old premises to take a prime position in Milsom Place and hasn’t looked back since, according to Manager, Sarah Kennedy. “As a flagship store we carry the Limited range with edgy styles fashioned from truly luxurious fabrics” she says.  “Although Hobbs is often known for its smart casual clothes our customers are just as likely to buy outfits for weddings or  Ascot” she continued.  Their new arrivals include a stunning tulip shaped dress in purples and pinks.  The Fifth Avenue collection features neutrals, reds and blacks and they have a wide range of the Hobbs classic spots and stripes.

Phase Eight reaches for the Mediterranean for high summer with cool white linen mixed with ocean blues, styling is soft with wrapping, knotting and Grecian draping.  Casual romantic separates take a shine with pretty romantic prints on sheer fabrics and silky relaxed separates embellished with beads and sequins.  The range appeals to young and forever young with unusual and up-to-date pieces.

Milsom Place, Bath’s newest fashion and dining venue links Milsom Street and Broad Street and sits at the heart of North Bath, now known as Milsom Quarter.  Incorporating 13 listed buildings it bring plenty of the city’s unique personality but contemporary shop fronts and finishes create a very chic environment for today’s discerning shopper.

For further information, please contact Nicky Hancock, Hancock Communications on Tel: 01225 332299 or e-mail:nicky@hancockcomm.com. 
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Notes to Editors:

Letting Agents for Milsom Place:

Knight Frank LLP Tel: 0207 629 8171 e-mail:vbroadhead@knightfrank.com
King Sturge LLP Tel: 01225 319300; e-mail:Susanna.Bones@kingsturge.com

For further information visit www.Milsomplace.co.uk or telephone 01225 789040

The L&R Group

The L&R Group is a private group of companies whose directors, unusually, have extensive previous experience in the ownership of retail, catering and other leisure businesses, as well as their current property interests. They are often involved with town centre initiatives and currently Operations Director, Sarah Mansfield, sits on the boards of City Centre Management and Bath Tourism Plus. The head office is based in Bath.

The L&R Group specialises in the creation and management of new destinations within sensitive, complex and historic town centres. Their particular brand of development has involved discovering and opening up new routes and frontages and the refurbishment and integration of listed buildings to create one-off, retail-led environments. Notable developments include Windsor (Windsor Royal Station) which rejuvenated an area focused on a Grade II* Listed Victorian railway station in front of Windsor Castle introducing  8 new restaurants and 25 new shops into the town and connecting its main shopping streets,  and Bath (Milsom Place) where an existing 1980’s shopping centre has been refurbished and linked into a network of new ‘streets’ and listed buildings on adjoining land to create an ‘estate’ forming the heart of the city’s prime retail area.
