GREEN LIGHT FOR MILSOM PLACE WITH TWO NEW OPENINGS
Milsom Place is announcing two exciting new fashion store openings in September, Traffic People and Sassy & Boo.

Milsom Place, Bath is the first venture outside London for Traffic People who are also opening a store this year in the King’s Road and already have shops in Carnaby Street and Spitalfields.  Mark Readman of Traffic people said “Our intention had been to carefully expand our retail side in London however after an approach from Milsom Place and a more in depth look at Bath it is clear there are many similarities between the two markets, the mix of fashion uses proposed for Milsom Place along with the unique styling and configuration of the premises makes this location perfect for our brand.”  

Mark Readman and Louise Reynolds began Traffic People ten years ago selling their distinctive brand of clothing through Camden and Portobello markets.  Their designs were so successful that they are now carried in 900 boutiques around the globe.  Their clothes have a retro style that is floaty and feminine with a promise that the wearer will feel gorgeous. 
Sassy & Boo opened a boutique in Margaret’s Buildings in 2006 and subsequently a second shop in Tetbury.  Sassy & Boo has a loyal Bath following and has been seeking a second, central location in the city Owner, Alison Townshend said “we felt that despite the recession, there is a growing market for vintage and vintage-inspired labels.  We were on the lookout for a second Bath store when the Milsom Place unit became available, it provided the perfect opportunity.  With an eclectic mix of vintage and modern fashion and accessories, shopping with Sassy & Boo is a delight with brands like Baby Ceylon, Darling, Blank and Labella.  Their hand-beaded, 1920’s flapper dresses following authentic patterns are quite unique.  For gorgeous gifts, modern and vintage pieces include jewellery, belts, gloves and scarves. 
Ken Elliott, of the Milsom Place Estate, says they are delighted to welcome Sassy & Boo, who will join Spitalfields brand, Traffic People, as the two new openings for this September. He explains “we’ve been working hard to find new and interesting brands for Milsom Place, which lies at the heart of Bath’s premier fashion neighbourhood, Milsom Quarter where brands such as Hobbs, Ted Baker, Reiss, LK Bennett, Jigsaw, Cath Kidston, Karen Millen and Phase Eight are already well established and trading successfully.”

Milsom Place incorporates 13 listed buildings into a contemporary and stylish dining and shopping destination at the heart of North Bath.  Its streets and courtyards are rapidly becoming well used thorough fares linking Milsom Street and Broad Street attracting visitors and local alike.  Independent retailers like Image and Quadri are well established complemented by top brands. Flagship restaurant, Jamie’s Italian has been attracting queues of fans since it opening in October 2008 and the Moon & Sixpence has always been a Bath favourite which doubled in size following a major renovation.  Solo Pizza is a more recent addition and the Parisien Café and Restaurant continues to thrive with more al fresco seating than any other restaurant in Bath.

For further information, please contact Nicky Hancock at Hancock Communications on Tel: 01225 332299 or e-mail:nicky@hancockcomm.com. 
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The L&R Group

The L&R Group is a private group of companies whose directors, unusually, have extensive previous experience in the ownership of retail, catering and other leisure businesses, as well as their current property interests. They are often involved with town centre initiatives and currently Operations Director, Sarah Mansfield, chairs the boards of City Centre Management Partnership and is a member of the Board of and Bath Tourism Plus. The head office is based in Bath.

The L&R Group specialises in the creation and management of new destinations within sensitive, complex and historic town centres. Their particular brand of development has involved discovering and opening up new routes and frontages and the refurbishment and integration of listed buildings to create one-off, retail-led environments. Notable developments include Windsor (Windsor Royal Station) which rejuvenated an area focussed on a Grade II* Listed Victorian railway station in front of Windsor Castle introducing  8 new restaurants and 25 new shops into the town and connecting its main shopping streets,  and Bath (Milsom Place) where an existing 1980’s shopping centre has been refurbished and linked into a network of new ‘streets’ and listed buildings on adjoining land to create an ‘estate’ forming the heart of the city’s prime retail area. 

