BLESS YOUR COTTON SOCKS 
JOIN LUMA’S QUEST TO HELP CREATE THE NATIONS LONGEST STRING OF BUNTING DURING FAIR TRADE FORTNIGHT 28 FEBRUARY TO 13TH MARCH

Bath’s eco-friendly luxury lifestyle store LUMA in Milsom Place is cottoning on to Fairtrade Fortnight, 28th February - 13th March 2011.  This is a nationwide initiative to highlight the need to buy Fairtrade products.  Alsion Satasi, founder of LUMA was so horrified by the plight of small scale cotton farmers that she decided to establish a store selling exclusively fair-trade and organic cottons and homewares. She explained “buying Fairtrade does not mean you have to compromise on quality.  It means that you are saying you care about the small producers in developing countries who are struggling to survive”.

LUMA is taking part is a countrywide challenge to create the longest string of bunting which they hope to be able to stretch from Milsom Street right through to Broad Street , the centre of Bath’s cloth industry in Medieval times.  In an attempt to break the world record for the ‘Longest String of Hand-Designed, Bespoke Bunting’, LUMA is inviting people to help by designing their own flag. Get involved by collecting your own flags from LUMA at Milsom Place with a chance to win prizes for the best decorated bunting. The current world record stands at 2,696 metres of individual, hand-made, bunting triangles.  Decorate with paint, pens, crayons, sequins, dired pasta, cloth – let your imagination run wild and hold a bunting party. Get the feel good factor by helping raise awareness of the important issues involved and feel positively divine with a gift of Divine Fairtrade chocolates in store at LUMA for the best decorated flags.

This year the focus of Fairtrade Fortnight is on cotton as they estimate that 100 million rural households in 70 developing countries rely on cotton production.  Costs of production like fuel, pesticides and insecticides are increasing but the global market rate for cotton is unstable leading to great hardship.
 It was the hardships and injustice of cotton production in India that inspired Alison Satasi to establish LUMA and stock exclusively organic and fair-trade cotton. 2011 Fairtrade Fortnight hopes to get the whole nation “loud and proud” about Fairtrade, and get  people excited and aware about the difference their everyday choices can make; from the power of your pineapple to the transformation stirred up in your tea.  The focus is on how your Fairtrade cotton socks can challenge the injustices that make Fairtrade and trade reform so vital for cotteon farmers in West Africa and India/ 

LUMA is offering 20% off their luxury organic cotton products. Made in ethical working conditions using organic cottons, their products are of the finest quality. From classic organic cotton to truly exquisite hand spun and woven cashmere, there's something for all styles and budgets. All products are made with dignity and many are made exclusively for LUMA by rural cooperatives and recognised fair trade producers. Cuddle up in their Organic Cotton Waffle Weave blanket of pure organic cotton luxury, whilst their Jacquard Organic Cotton Blanket is stylish and lightweight.
LUMA’s Indian bed linen producer is a fair trade partner of Oxfam and Greenpeace, and started the first organic cotton project in Central India in 1993. Employees are ensured good working conditions, and are paid a premium over usual market rates, as well as receiving medical cover for themselves and their families. 
The company’s Peruvian partner has received fair trade certification for the organic primae cotton it supplies to LUMA.  This supplier has been leading fair trade and organic cotton projects in Peru for over 20 years, including the Native Cotton Project, backed by UNESCO. Grown on small farmyard plots by rural artisan and Indian families, native cotton cultivation supports self-help development programs for the benefit of peasant communities and women's co-operatives. 
Visit LUMA at Milsom Place, Bath BA1 1BZ, telephone: 01225 444 218 or for online sales visit :www.lumadirect.com.

For further information or images, please contact: Nicky Hancock at Hancock Communications on 01225 332299 or 07956 594113

Notes to Editors

A Fairtrade bunting kit can be collected from Luma in Milsom Place.

The world record currently stands at 2696 metres of individual, hand-made bunting triangles. What does Fairtrade look like to you – paint, draw or sew your bunting and write a message on the other side if you would like to.  Gather a group of friends, go out into the community, get schools on Visit fair-trade.org.uk/fortnight to find out more.
If we rely on cotton all day and every day, an estimated 100 million rural households in 70 countries around the world rely on producing cotton to get them through today and hopefully tomorrow. Two thirds of cotton is produced in the developing world and cotton makes up 40% of West Africa’s export income. Most of the families who rely on cotton are small-scale farmers. They’re up against unstable world prices for cotton, pushed down by cheap, subsidised cotton from China, the US and EU dumped on world markets. The costs of producing cotton (fuel, pesticides and insecticides) are increasing but farmers can’t pass these costs on when market prices for cotton are so low. The odds are stacked against small-scale cotton farm.
You can’t tell the difference between Fairtrade cotton and conventional cotton by look or feel. The difference lies with the cotton farmer at the very start of the textile supply chain. The farmers grow, care for and pick the cotton seed that is then processed to make cotton fabric as we know it. 
Fairtrade means that those farmers: 
If we rely on cotton all day and every day, an estimated 100 million rural households in 70 countries around the world rely on producing cotton to get them through today and hopefully tomorrow. Two thirds of cotton is produced in the developing world and cotton makes up 40% of West Africa’s export income. Most of the families who rely on cotton are small-scale farmers. They’re up against unstable world prices for cotton, pushed down by cheap, subsidised cotton from China, the US and EU dumped on world markets. The costs of producing cotton (fuel, pesticides and insecticides) are increasing but farmers can’t pass these costs on when market prices for cotton are so low. The odds are stacked against small-scale cotton farmers.
‘Cotton prices are too low to keep our children in school, or to buy food and pay for health. Some farmers are already leaving. Another season like this will destroy our community.’
Mr Brahima Ouattara, a small-scale cotton farmer in Logokourani, Burkina Faso 
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Fairtrade means that those farmers:
Are paid a guaranteed minimum price for their cotton crop, enough to cover the sustainable costs of production. 
Have greater security through advance payments available on request, long-term relationships with buyers and democratically run co-operatives strengthening the position of each, individual farmer 
Have greater access to global markets and knowledge about current prices 
Meet certain environmental standards to better protect the land, water and soil they rely on for next year’s harvest 
Receive additional money – the Fairtrade premium – to invest in the projects they know their business or community needs most. Decisions on how the premium is spent are made democratically. So, be it a school, health centre, new seeds, investing in organic farming or a well, the decision is theirs. 
Fairtrade shows that trade can be a means out of poverty if the conditions are right and currently helps millions of disadvantaged producers, workers and their families, but they and millions more still remain at the mercy of unfair international trade rules. That’s why we need to do more than buy Fairtrade products – we also need to campaign for trade justice. 
fairtrade.org.uk/cotton
