INNOVATIVE DESIGN GIANT ALESSI EXPANDS ITS SPACE WITHIN INDEPENDENT BATH STORE QUADRI
Alessi, recognized as one of the world's most innovative house ware brands has doubled its space within Bath store, QUADRI.  The expanded store in Bath’s prestigious shopping district, Milsom Place will be fitted out with new display units designed by Stefano Giovannini imported direct from Italy. This is the first time his cutting edge in-store design will be seen in the United Kingdom.  Giovannini has designed many icons in the di Alessi product range including the award-winning 'Cico' egg cup, the Lilliput salt and pepper set and the 'Mami' cookery range.
QUADRI owner, Roger Corfield has been named one of only ten Alessi Ambassadors in the UK.  An Alessi Ambassador “embodies the design excellence” that has made the Alessi brand so famous. Roger said, “We are already one of Alessi's largest and most successful stores in the UK.  Now QUADRI  has a much larger area so we can showcase a wider range including the gorgeous cookware and generate even more enthusiasm for Alessi.  We plan to redesign our existing Milsom Place store as a dedicated jewellery and watch specialist also stocking striking accessories such as scarves and bags".  Additional sales consultants have been recruited and the new enlarged store opens in early May. 
Founded in 1921 by Giovanni Alessi, the Alessi Brothers took their father's small family run business and turned it into a global giant in the kitchenware product design field.  With a vast product line that includes everything from the iconic, whistling teakettle to their familiar lemon squeezer, the Alessi Company has long been at the forefront of innovative and inspired product design. The company creates products that are both functional and pieces of art, some of the most celebrated cult objects of our time.  

Alberto Alessi's gift for working and communicating with respected and influential designers has created an extraordinary collection.  Alberto Alessi does not hesitate to ask an architect to design a fork or spoon, or an industrial designer to develop a line of flower vases. The cross fertilization of different design cultures leads to innovative and unusual design.  Products launched this year demonstrate how effective this approach has been and now Alessi fans in Bath can find them in the new QUADRI showroom.
Roger Corfield is enthusiastic about his location in Milsom Place next to Jamie’s Italian, Bath’s most popular restaurant. 'Milsom Place attracts a quality of customers which is unparalleled in the city of Bath.  Its developers, the L & R Group have, in my opinion, created an intriguing and aesthetically pleasing shopping and dining environment that stands out as an antidote to the, often limited, uniformity of many shopping centres.  This process is ongoing and after 23 years trading here, despite interesting alternatives, I had no hesitation in recently renewing my lease for a further long-term period'. 
 
QUADRI originated in South Africa with shops in Johannesburg's fashionable shopping centres Hyde Park and Sandton City.  In 1986 Roger Corfield returned to the United Kingdom with his family and opened QUADRI in Abbeygate Street.  Two years later he relocated the shop to Shires Yard, now extended and rebranded as Milsom Place.  

After 25 years of trading as an independent in Bath, Roger is an expert in the city’s fortunes. 'Bath,' he says, 'is not immune to recession but its unique market infrastructure provides something of a protective cover to lessen its impact. He continued, “I am very grateful for continuing solid support from our loyal customers.  As a company, we have tried to present a range of well-designed products and offer good value for money.  I believe that this can only be achieved with regular attendance at Trade Fairs both in the UK and throughout Europe.  The independent retailer has one great advantage over the large groups; they can source products and have them on display in store much more quickly.” He continued, “Now with twice our floor space in Milsom Place I look forward to another 25 years”.
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The L&R Group is a private group of companies whose directors, unusually, have extensive previous experience in the ownership of retail, catering and other leisure businesses, as well as their current property interests. They are often involved with town centre initiatives and currently Operations Director,  Sarah Mansfield,  chairs the boards of City Centre Management Partnership and is a member of the Board of and Bath Tourism Plus. The head office is based in Bath.

The L&R Group specialises in the creation and management of new destinations within sensitive, complex and historic town centres. Their particular brand of development has involved discovering and opening up new routes and frontages and the refurbishment and integration of listed buildings to create one-off, retail-led environments. Notable developments include Windsor (Windsor Royal Station) which rejuvenated an area focussed on a Grade II* Listed Victorian railway station in front of Windsor Castle introducing  8 new restaurants and 25 new shops into the town and connecting its main shopping streets,  and Bath (Milsom Place) where an existing 1980’s shopping centre has been refurbished and linked into a network of new ‘streets’ and listed buildings on adjoining land to create an ‘estate’ forming the heart of the city’s prime retail area
About Alessi

The Alessi company was founded in 1921, at Omegna, Italy, where it remains today as an international, family owned and run business. Alessi products sit within three distinct brands: Officina Alessi, Alessi and A di Alessi. Officina Alessi is an exclusive brand, which includes the company's most refined products, its one-off pieces and its limited series. The traditional Alessi trademark continues to include the best of industrial mass production in the household sector, combining production quality and design innovation. A di Alessi offers top quality products to as vast an audience as possible. Alessi, a 'research laboratory in the field of the applied arts', consistently experiments with new materials and technologies, with its extensive catalogue now including wood, porcelain and ceramics, glass and crystal, plastics and electronics. 
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